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12-10 ORLEANS EAS.93 


Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 300R Nauset Road 
Historic Name: Isaiah & Temperance Doane House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: 1838-40 
Source: censuses, historic maps, vital records, deeds 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Connected outbuilding removed, late 20" c. 
(see plan below) 
Screened porch added to rear, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 3.978 


Setting: The house is situated on a dirt lane south of 
Nauset Road in an enclave of three houses now in the 
midst of land owned by Cape Cod National Seashore. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Isaiah & Temperance Doane House, built ca. 1838, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a full Cape Cod 
plan and a rear kitchen wing. The five-bay front fagade has a center entrance aligned with the center chimney. The doorway is 
flanked by pilasters and probably once had a transom between it and the thin cornice at the eave line. Inside, an entrance lobby 
and stair in front of the chimney is flanked by two front rooms that share the chimney with a kitchen or keeping room in the rear. 
The south gable end contains two windows on the first floor, one each for front and rear spaces, and a pair above centered in 
the gable and flanked by small windows under the eaves. The north end is the same except for the absence of the small 
windows; the rear window on the first story is a replacement. The kitchen wing is set back from both rear corners of the house 
with doorways and windows on both sides. The south side, the more prominent of the two, has a deck outside the entrance 
where a porch likely had existed. A 1960 plan of the property (below) shows an outbuilding connected to the wing. It has been 
since removed and a screened porch has been added to the rear gable end of the wing. 


The house is set back from the road behind a small yard with open space on the south and east sides. Most of the parcel is 
wooded. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In March 1860, Temperance Knowles Doane Mayo (1816-88) and her children Melissa H. Doane Doane and Isaiah F. Doane 
deeded the “homestead” and 3.33 acres to Russell Doane (1838-1918), Temperance’s third child from her first marriage to 
Isaiah Doane (1812-46). In 1838, a year after Isaiah Doane married Temperance Knowles, his uncle Myrick deeded ten acres to 
him, the deed listing most of the same abutters cited in the 1860 deed.’ The house now numbered 300R Nauset Road was 
either built between 1838 and 1840, when Isaac Doane first appears in Eastham censuses, or by his grandfather, also Isaiah 
Doane (1742-1830), who married Rebecca Smith in 1768. That he had a dwelling in Eastham by 1784 is clear from the 1784 will 
of his father Simeon Doane (1708-89), which left to son Isaiah “a piece of land where his dwelling house now stands.” Isaiah 
Doane was listed in the 1790 Eastham census, taxed on a house and other property in the 1798 federal direct tax, and living in 
Eastham in 1810 and 1820; he died in 1830 before the census was compiled. The ten acres Isaiah’s son Myrick deeded to the 
second Isaiah in 1838, about eighteen months after his marriage to Temperance Knowles, was probably for a third of the lot 
including or near the site of this house; the 1860 deed from Temperance Knowles Doane Mayo and two of her children to son 
Russell was probably her dower share of the same lot, which included the house. 


The 1840 census lists Isaiah Doane, grandson of Isaiah and son of Heman Doane (1789-1842), between his older brother 
Herman Doane Jr. (1808-91), who owned an equal share of the homestead property, and his father’s first cousin, Simeon Doane 
(180-1862). He and his wife Temperance had three children—Russell (1838-1918), Melissa Helen (1842-1910), and Isaiah 
(1846-69), and the widow and her three children are listed in this neighborhood in the 1850, 1855, and 1860 censuses. The 
1858 Eastham map attaches the name “Mrs. T. Doane” to the 300 Nauset Road Rear house, valued at $470 in 1850 and $00 in 
1860. 


In 1863 son Russell Doane, a mariner, married Lucinda Arabella Payne, a native of Meredith, New Hampshire, living at that time 
in Lawrence. In 1865 he and his wife were living with his mother and younger brother in the Eastham house. In 1866 
Temperance Doane, then fifty-one years old, married the widowed mariner Timothy Mayo (1814-82), the son of Timothy and 
Lydia Doane Mayo of 2455 Nauset Road (EAS.106). In the 1870 census Russell and Lucinda Doane are listed with $650 in real 
property just after his mother and her second husband, a fisherman with $1870 in real estate. Though it is not entirely clear, the 
two families appear to have been living then on the east side of the State Highway, where Timothy Mayo is shown on the 1880 
Eastham map. By 1880, however, the Eastham map attaches the name “R. Doane” to the 300 Nauset Road Rear house, and 
that year’s census clearly lists him on Nauset Road with his wife and their adopted daughter Carrie M. Cole. Doane was then 


1 Myrick Doane to Isaiah Doane, 6 November 1838, BCD 29:46; Tempy Mayo, wife of Timothy Mayo; Melissa H. Doane, wife of Obed C. 

Doane, and Isaiah F. Doane to Russell Doane, 31 March 1860, BCD 355:253. 

? Mayflower Families through Five Generations, 2d ed. (Plymouth, MA: General Society of Mayflower Descendants, 2013), 19:153. 
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working as a surfman at the Nauset Life-Saving Station and sometimes lived there; in October 1883 his family joined him “on the 
beach” for several weeks.° 


Early in 1891, only months before he died, Russell Doane’s uncle Heman (1808-91) came to live at 300R Nauset Road. The 
man had been severely ill since 1823, when he was taken sick after working through heavy rain and then suffering through 
whooping cough the following year. He did not speak for more than a year, had severe muscle spasms, and frequently lay with 
his body “drawn in the form of an arch”; he then lay on his back and did not open his eyes for more than a year while his fingers 
contracted into the palms of his hands. The details of his strange case were published by his Orleans doctor in November 1825, 
but eventually Heman Doane recovered, wrote his autobiography in 1828, and served as Eastham’s town clerk and treasurer for 
more than twenty years.* He died in late March 1891, and Russell Doane’s wife Lucinda died in December of the same year. 
Russell Doane continued at the Life-Saving Station until 1896, when he resigned and moved back to his Nauset Road house. 
The 1900 census lists him in the household by himself. 


Russell Doane died in 1918,° and the Nauset Road property passed to the two children of his late sister Melissa, Winfield S. and 
Claretta (called Clara) W. Doane; Clara Doane had married Albert F. Small in Orleans in 1885 and lived in Denton, Maryland, in 
1920. In July of that year she deeded her interest in the property to her brother, and in 1923 Winfield Doane sold 300R Nauset 
Road, identified in the deed as “the late Russell Doane homestead,” to his wife, Phebe R. Tribou Doane of Bourne, whom he 
married in 1888.° Winfield Doane (1861-1923) began his working life as a fisherman but had become a carpenter by 1892, and 
he and his wife lived in Winthrop with their two daughters, Clara and Ellen. They used Nauset Road house as a summer home 
until the early 1920s, when they made the Eastham house their primary domicile; Winfield Doane died shortly after the move. 
Cape newspapers document that his widow continued to spend her summers in Eastham and her winters in Orleans or Boston. 
The 1940 Eastham census lists her alone in her Nauset Road house with $1880 in real property. She died in Winthrop in 1959. 


In 1960 Phebe Doane’s daughter Ellen sold the house to the brothers George S. and Elliott L. Richardson of Brookline.’ They 
were grandsons of Maurice Howe Richardson (1852-1912), an early and preeminent Boston surgeon who had owned property in 
the Nauset section of Eastham since 1892. Richardson had acquired the property with his brother-in-law Frank Weston Benson, 
a Boston artist known for his etchings of marsh landscapes and waterfowl. Richardson, Benson, and Boston landscape painter 
Dwight Blaney were all enthusiastic duck hunters and had gunning camps on Nauset Marsh and, by 1897, on the south side of 
Great Pond at Clark’s Point. George and Elliot L. Richardson were the sons of Maurice Richardson’s oldest son Edward Peirson 
Richardson (1881-1944), himself a well-known surgeon in Boston and professor at Harvard Medical School, and Clara Lee 
Shattuck. George Shattuck Richardson (1921-2011) was also a surgeon and Harvard Medical School professor, but Elliot Lee 
Richardson (1920-99) turned to the law and politics. He graduated Harvard Law School in 1947, clerked at the United States 
Appeals Court for Learned Hand and at the United States Supreme Court for Felix Frankfurter, and then joined the staff of the 
Boston law firm Ropes and Gray. Richardson was, among other appointments, assistant secretary of the federal Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare (1957), United States attorney for the Massachusetts district (1959-61), lieutenant governor of 
Massachusetts (1965-67), attorney general of Massachusetts (1967-69), U.S. Attorney General (1973), and federal secretary of 
HEW (1970-73), Defense (1973), and Commerce (1976-77). He is best known for having refused, as U.S. Attorney General, 
Richard Nixon’s order to fire special prosecutor Archibald Cox during the investigation of the Watergate scandal in October 
1973. 


In December 1995 George and Elliot Richardson and their older brother Edward Peirson Richardson Jr. placed 300R Nauset 
Road in the Richardson Family Limited Partnership, which was owner of record in 2020.8 


3 See “Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 2 October and 6 November 1883, 3; “Live Savers of Cape Cod,” Yarmouth Register, 14 Sept 1889, 1. 
4 See “Obituary Notes: Heman Doane of Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 4 April 1891, 4. 
5 See “Death of Russell Doane,” Hyannis Patriot, 25 Feb 1918, 4; and Yarmouth Register, 16 February 1918, 5. For an obituary of sister 
Melissa Doane Mayo see “Orleans,” Yarmouth Register, 10 September 1910, 5. 
§ Clara W. Small, Denton MD, to Winfield S. Doane, Winthrop, 6 July 1920, BCD 370:487; Winfield S. Doane to Phebe R. Doane, 27 April 
1923, BCD 397:109. 
7 Ellen M. Doane, Winthrop, to George S. and Elliot L. Richardson, Brookline, 3 August 1960, BCD 1093:68. 
8 George S. Richardson, Nahant; Elliot L. Richardson, McLean VA; Edward P. Richardson Jr., Brookline, to Richardson Family Limited 
Partnership, 15 December 1995, BCD 9984:152. The house is depicted on a larger lot on “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass. to be Conveyed by 
Ellen M. Doane to Elliot L. Richardson et al.,” July 1960, BCP 158:57. 
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(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SW 


View from NE. 
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